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Rom. XIV. 19. 


Let us therefore follow after the things 
which make for Peace, and things 
wherewith one may edify another. 


HE Province aſſign'd me at this 
time, I have not undertaken 
without ſome concern of mind; 
: yet I would hope there is fo 
much Charity in this Aſſembly, that Truth, 
from whomſoever it comes, will not be de- 
ſpis' d. ?Tis not the Buſineſs of a Faction, 
but the Cauſe of God in our hands, that 

I ſhall attempt to promote. My Deſign is 


not to ſtir up Strife, but to diffuſe the grate- 


ful Odours of Charity, and to recommend 
Union and a good Correſpondence to the 
Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, 

The Imperfections of humane Nature 
ſince the Fall are fo great, and the Prejudices 
fix d by a different Education fo many, that 
tis not probable we ſhould concur exactly 
in all the ſame Opinions ;yet *cis highly rea- 
ſonable that Chriſtians ſhould have Charity 
for each other, and that they ſbould love as 

== 6. 27” owes, 


iy 


4 


* "Fi 
=} N q ) 
„ * 7 ' 
1 Py . . k 
. 1 L. * 
9 . 1 * ö 4 9 — — 


h 


nw 4 aa de - 
— S- — - 


Ver. 5, ), 8. 


A Diſcourſe concerning 


Brethren, eſpecially ſince the things where- 
in we all agree are infinitely greater, and of 
higher importance than thoſe wherein we 
differ. And now why ſhould we not agree 
to differ, without either Enmity or Scorn ? 
For certainly for one Chriſtian to cenſure 
and condemn another merely becauſe he 
cannot agree with him in ſmall or indiffe- 
rent things, is as unreaſonable as for one 
Man to quarrel with the reſt of the 
World, becauſe they have not his Features 
and Complexion. 

The Apoſtle Paul being well aware of 
the ill Conſequences that await ſo uncha- 
ritable a Spirit, attempts to correct it (in 
this Chapter of which my Text is a part ) 
by thoſe Arguments that are juſt and mov- 
ing; that if poſhble he might prevail with 
the Jewiſh and Gentile Converts, tho of 
different Apprehenſions in leſſer matters, to 
exerciſe mutual Charity and Forbearance 
towards each other, ſo as to continue in the 
ſame Communion, And one Conſidera- 
tion he urges to perſuade to this, is, That 
how difterent ſoever theſe Chriſtians were 
in their Notions about the eating of ſuch 
Meats, and the obſervation of ſuch Days as 
were in themſelves indifferent, ſince both 
of them aim'd at the Divine Glory; it 
ſhould make no breach in their Communi- 


on, nor ſhould they ſo far indulge their 


Paſſions, 


Union and Peace. 4 9 


Paſſions, as to deſpiſe and jadg one another, Ver. 3. 
For, ſays the Apoſtle, we ſhall all ſtand be- 10. 
fore the Judgment. Seat of Chriſt : And eve- 
ry one of us ſhall give an account of himſelf 
to God, , D. tis highly unreaſonable 
that we ſhould aſſume the Power of cen- 


ſuring and judging each other, ſince we 
muſt all ſtand upon the ſame level before 
the awful Tribunal of the Son of God. 
May the thoughts of the laſt and great Aſſize 
put a ſtop to thoſe Cenſures you too freely 
vent one againſt another. Let us not there- vet. 13. 
fore judg one another any more; but judg 
this rather, that no man put a ſtumbling- iT 
block or occaſion to fall in bis brothers way, Þ 
Q. D. inſtead of uttering uncharitable Cen- IT 
ſures one of another, let us rather keep 13 
this Rule in view, viz. That we induſtri- 
ouſly avoid the giving any Scandal or Of- 19 
fence. Let thoſe that underſtand the com- 1 
paſs of their Chriſtian Liberty, not un- 
ſeaſonably uſe it to diſquiet and ſcandalize 
the Weak ; and let the weak in the Faith, 
that labour under Jewiſh Prejudices, be 
careful that they don't pronounce any raſh + 
Cenſures on the Gentile Converts, who 
have a clearer view of the Liberty indulg'd 
by the Chriſtian Inſtitution. In the 14th 
Verſe the Apoſtle intimates that every 
Chriſtian muſt act agreeably to the Per- 
ſuaſion of his Mind, and the Dictates of 


his 


12. 
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ver. 14. 


Ver. 17. 
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his Conſcience. I know, and am perſuaded 
by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that there is no- 
thing unclean of it ſelf ; but to him that 
efteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is 
unclean. Q. D. If a Man ſhall believe there 
is a difference in certain Meats, that ſome 
of them are unclean and ought not to be 
eaten, it would be a Sin for ſuch a one to 
partake of thoſe Meats, becauſe he acts 
againſt his own Perſuaſion and Conſcience ; 
and tho his Conſcience be erroneous in 
that Matter, yet acting againſt it, he diſ- 


covers daring Preſumption in venturing to 


do that which he apprehends to be a Sin 
againſt God, The Apoſtle in the two fol- 
lowing Verſes, perſuades to mutual Cha- 
rity and Forbearance, from the ill Conſe- 
quences that might enſue by the exerciſe of 
the contrary Temper. He then aſſures 
**m, That the Kingdom of God is not Meat 
and Drink, but Righteouſneſs and Peace, and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. Q. D. Surely you 
are unacquainted with the Deſign of Chri- 
ſtianity, or elſe you have forgotten where- 
in true and undefil'd Religion doth conſiſt, 
that you ſhould with ſo much warmth en- 
gage in matters of an indifferent nature. A- 
las! the Eſſence of Religion conſiſts in 
Righteouſneſs and Peace, and Joy in the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. For he that in theſe things ſerveth 
Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and mw of 

en, 
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Men. As for theſe indifferent Matters, 
tis not your eating or not eating, your ob- 
ſerving or not obſerving of thoſe days, but 


he that in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy 


in the Holy Ghoſt, ſerveth Chriſt, whether 
a Jewiſh or a Gentile Chriſtian, whether 
too much entangled with unneceſſary Scru- 
ples, or more advanced in his Know- 
ledg with reſpect to his Chriſtian Liberty, 
He is accepted of God, and approved of Men. 
From all which the Apoſtle infers, as in 
the words of the Text; Let us therefore 
follow after the things which make for Peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify another. 
Let us therefore follow after the things 
which make for Peace, i. e. the Peace of 
the Church ; and thoſe things wherewith 
one may edify another, i. e. by impro- 
ving one another in Knowledg, Grace, and 
Comfort. Tis the former part of the 
words I ſhall principally inſift on, tho I 
ſhall not wholly omit to glance on the lat- 
ter. And for the more profitable manag- 


ing of my Diſcourſe uponthis Text, it ſhall 
be under theſe four general Heads. 


Firſt, J ſhall ſtate the notion of Peace 
which we are exhorted to purſue. 
Seconaly, Show you how reaſonable it is 
to follow ſuch a Peace. | 
_ Thirdly, Inſtance in ſome of thoſe things, 
S which 


Heb. 12, 


A Diſcourſe concerning 
which if regularly purſu'd, will make 
for the Peace of the Churches of je- 
{us Chriſt. 
Fourthly, T ſhall make the Uſe and Im- 
provement of the whole. 


Firft, J am to ftate the Notion of that 
Peace and Union we are exhorted by the 
Apoſtle to purſue: For tho Peace be a very 
deſirable thing, yet we are not to purſue 
ir at all adventures; we. ought indeed to 
put forth our ſelves to the utmoſt to-obtain 
and preferve Unity and Concord, yet ne- 
ver to purchaſe it at the expence of Holi- 
neſs, Truth and Order. Therefore, 

1. The Union and Peace that by this 
Text we are exhorted to purſue, muſt be 
in conjunction with Holineſs. Real HFoli- 
neſs is necefſary to make us eaſy upon 
Earth, and happy in Heaven: wherever Sin 
reigns, it will occaſion ſtinging remorſe, 
and create confuſion in mens Souls. 80 
that whatever Methods are taken for the 
obtaining of Peace, that are not conſiſtent 
with Righteouſneſs, they*l be ſo far from 
promoting Union and a good Correſpon- 
dence among Chriſtians, that they*l cauſe 
us to be at diſcord with our ſelves, and 
will continually diſquiet our own Minds. 
Let us therefore attend to the Advice of 
the Apoſtle ; Follow Peace with all men, 


and 
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and Holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord: i. e. no one without Holineſs 


can enjoy God, either in his Ordinances up- 
on Earth, or by being rais'd to the bearifick 
Viſion in Heaven, The reaſon 1s very ob- 
vious; there is ſo great a Contrariety be- 
tween the unſanctified Facultys of wick- 
ed Men, and the purified Objects of the 
inviſible State, that 'tis impoſſible in the 
very nature of the thing, that there 
ſhould be any real Pleaſure and Happi- 
neſs, where there 1s ſo great a diſagree- 
ment betwixt the Faculty and the Object. 
And whatever Soul is thus diſorder'd, 
would not be happy were it fix'd in the 
midſt of Paradiſe it ſelf. What ſignifies a 
Conſort of Muſick to one that is deaf? or 
heaps of Gold to one ſcorcht with the 
flames of a Fever? Thus equally diſagree- 


able would be the Society and Imploy of 


the Bleſſed to an unholy Man; and equally 
unſucceſsful will be all Methods to procure 
Peace in prejudice to Holineſs. 

Holineſs is one of the diſtinguiſhing 
Glories of the Goſpel ; for there never was 
any Inſtitution in the World, whether Hu- 
man or Divine, that did ſo ſtrictly require 
Holineſs of Heart and Life, as the Goſpel 
of the Bleſſed God, which obliges us to 
flee from the very ſhadows of Vice. What 
ſhall I fay of Holineſs! *Tis the moral 
| B Glory 


ts. 
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| | Glory of the Deity, and there is nothing 
that does ſo much improve and ennoble a 
| | human or angelical Spirit. Therefore, 
| my Brethren, let us always take care that 
1 Holineſs be at the bottom of our Union, 
| or elſe it will be no better than a Confede- 
; racy with Sin; like what the Prophet com- 
4. 54 plains of, They ſhall gather together, but 
not by me; i. e. not with my Approbation 
and Bleſſing. And ſuch a kind of Union as 
that, is fitly enough reſembled by the I- 
mage ment ion'd in Daniel, whoſe feet 
were partly Iron, and partly Clay, which 
ſoon fell to pieces, being compos*d of ſuch 
diſagreeable Materials: and the fame end 
ſooner or later will attend all ſinful Con- 
tederacies. | 
2. The Peace we are to purſue muſt he 
Cor. 13. in conjunction with Truth, We can ( fays 
8. the Apoſtle) do nothing a2 ainſt the Truth. He 
could go as far as any Man to procure and 
promote Peace, but never in prejudice to 
Holineſs and Truth. And ] obſerve that 
1 the ſame Apoſtle, in his excellent deſcrip- 
or. 12. tion of Charity, ſays, That it rejoiceth not 
ml . in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the Truth. © B 
1 Truth here T underſtand the Goſpel, or the 
| Chriſtian Faith, agreeable to that of the 
Apoſtle John; I rejoiced greatly to find thy 
. Children walking in the Truth, i. e. in the 
" Faith and Fellowſhip of the Goſpel. wow 
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if by Truth in the tormer we unYerſtand 
the ſame as we do in the latter Text, viz. 
the pure unſophiſticated Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtianity, then the Apoſtle plainly intimates, 
that Charity it ſelf will not allow us to aſ- 
ſociate and unire with thoſe whoſe Doce 
trines ſap the Foundation of the Chriſtian 
Religion. Charity cannot rejoice in Ini- 
quity or Falſhood, but it rejoiceth alone in 
the Trath. 

But here I would not be miſunderſtood. 
Chriſtians may differ in their Notions and 
Opinions about thoſe matters that are /eſs 
clearly reveal d, or that are inaifferent in 
their own nature. 
out dividing in our Affections, or making 
any breach in our Chriſtian Communi- 


on. Why ſhould our different Apprehen- 


fions 1n leſſer matters, abate our mucual re- 


ſpects? ſince God loves a ſincere Chriſtian, 


tho he be weak, and knows not the extent 
of his Liberty. And if he receives ſuch a 
one, why ſhould not thoſe that are ſtrong 
in the Faith receive him alſo, and exerciſe 


that Love and Charity towards him which 


is due to all the Members of Chriſt's myſti- 
cal Body ? | 
Indeed as formerly there was no fixing 


Dagon and the Ark together, ſo can there 


not be any agreement now between the 
Temple of God and Idols. Whatever 
+ Priuct- 


Yet this may be with- 
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Principle in Religion ſtrikes at the Founda- 
tion, forbids our Union with thoſe that 
patronize it; for ſo far as we unite with 
ſuch, we countenance Error and betray the 
*2Kings Truth. Tis remarkable, that the * Jews 
. in Exra's time would not aſſociate with 
Ear. 4. 1, the Samaritans, becauſe (tho they pretend- 
*3* ed to fear the Lord) they took the unwar- 
rantable liberty of ſerving their own Gods. 
Tis equally unreaſonable and criminal for 
thoſe who adhere to the Doctrine according 
to Goalineſs, to coaleſce with thoſe that are 
corrupted with damnable Hereſies, that de- 
n the Lord that bought em, and that teach 
for Doctrines the Commandments of men. I 
grant that our Charity ought not to be con- 
fin'd to a Party which concurs exactly with 
us in all things; yet the Limits fix'd by the 
Apoſtle ſhould bound us with reſpect to 
our Communion, where People acknow- 
ledg One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. 
3. That Peace and Union we are to pur- 
fue, muſt be conſiſtent with Order and 
Diſtinction. The Peace which the Apo- 
ſtle recommends to the Children of God, 
is not deſign'd to deſtroy the Government 
1 Cor. 14- he has fix'd in his Church: For God 18 
not the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace, as 
in all the Churches of the Saints. In the 
Churches of Chriſt ſome have greater and 
ſome leſſer Gifts; ſome have larger and 
3 others 


Eph. 4.5. 
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others ſmaller meaſures of Grace : which 
Variety truly fubſerves the Intereft of the 
whole, as does the juſt diſtinction of Pub- 
lick Officers and Private Members. Now 
the Union and Peace which the Text re- 
commends, is not intended to deſtroy this 
Diſtinction and Order. There is an ad- 
mirable Union in the natural Body, where- 
in the Eye is ſerviceable tothe Ear, the Ear 
to the Eye, the Hand to the Foot, the 
Foot to the Hand, without invading 
each others Offices. Care indeed ought 
to be taken, that the Privileges of the 
Charch may be ſecured, and yet that the | 
Power of the Paſtor be not infring'd ; and fi 
when *tis thus, they mutually ſtrengthen 
and aſſiſt each other, *Tis the Work of an 
Elder, not only to feed but to govern. 
And agreeably hereunto the Author to the 
Hebrews gives direction tothe governed con- 
cerning their deportment and behaviour: 
Obey them that have the rule over you, and Heb. 13. 
. fabmit your ſelves ; for they watch for your 7. 
Souls, as they that muſt give an account, that 
they may do it with joy, and not with grief ; 
for that is unprofitable for you. The Govern- 
ment which an Evangelical Paſtor is to 
exerciſe, muſt not be deſpotick and arbi- 
trary, but the Church muſt be govern'd 
with her own conſent : Tis not a ſtately. 
Domination, or imperious Sway, but a 
ruling 
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ruling by meek Perſuaſion, agreeable to 


the Rules exhibited in Divine Revelation. 


What tho ordain'd Miniſters are called 
Biſhops or Ov-rſeers in the New Teſtament, 
yet they are not to /ord it over the Peoples 
Faith, but to act as helpers of their Joy, 
And in what ſacred Society ſoever there is 
a ſtrict regard had to the Order and Di- 
ſtinction Chriſt hath fix'd in it, there will 
be mutual Indearments betwixt the Officers 
and private Members, which will lay a 
Foundation for a laſting Union. But 
where the Order of Chriſt is inverted, and 
the Diſtinction he has made betwixt Offi- 
cers and People confounded, and both 
brought upon the ſame Level, ſuch lie ex- 
pos'd to all the Miſeries of Anarchy, for 
People then will act as did the Children of 
Vrael when without a King: Every Man 
did that which was right in his own Eyes. 


I proceed now to the /icond general 
Head, which is, to ſhew you how reaſo- 


nable *tis to purſue ſuch a Union and Peace 


as I have ſtated. | 

1. It will appear to be highly reaſona- 
ble that we pur ſue Union and Peace, if we 
conſider what Authority has enjoin'd it: 
And that is no leſs than His who is King of 


Kings, and | ord of Lords. Now where 


tie Word of a King is, the wiic Man ſays, 
here 
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there is Power. And how great Authorit 
| accompanys the Command of him that is 
Head of all Principalities and Powers, who 
having always lain in the Boſom of the Fa- 
ther, muſt neceſſarily be acquainted with 
his Will, Obſerve with what Majeſty he 
} ſpeaks ; This is my Commanament, that you John 15. 
love one another, as I have loved you. At 13. 
the 17th Verſe alſo, Theſe things I command 
you, that you love one another, Again, A john 13. 
nem Commandment give I unto you, that you 34. 
love one another, This Commandment is 
not abſolutely new ; for we find, that to 
love our Neighbour as our ſelves, was en- 
join'd under the Moſaick Oeconomy, and 
was indeed a main Precept of the Law of 
Nature: Yet this Command may be ſaid 
to be new, as 'tis enlarg?d both with re- 
ſpe to the Object, we being oblig'd to 
love all Men, even our very Enemies; and 
in regard of the intenieneſs thereof, for the 
Expreſſions of our Love muſt run higher, 
being requir'd on ſome occaſions to lay 
« down our Lives for the Brethren. Final- 
ly, this Command is not only inculcated 
with greater frequency than formerly ; but 
preſt upon us from the bright Example of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, which is certainly a 
new Motive affix'd to this Precept, for 


which no doubt among other things *cis 1 
call'd a new Commandment. 9 
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| Now ſurely *tis the moſt reaſonable 
thing in the World that we ſhould obey 
the Son of God, and ſubmit to his Autho- 
rity, who has not only made us, but re- 
deem'd us; not only purchas'd us with his 
Blood, but renew'd us with his Spirit, if 
we are real Chriſtians, And if the Au- 
thority of Him who has a right in us by 
Nature, by Purchaſe, by Conqueſt, and 
by Contract, will not faſten this Precept 
on our Conſciences, I know not what 
will ; eſpecially conſidering that the time 
he gave this in charge, was when he was 
juſt ready to take his leave of his Diſciples, 
and drew near to the laſt Scene of his 
Suffterings and Sorrows ; ſo that this Com- 
mand may be look'd on as a part of his 
laſt Will and Teſtament, and what he pro- 
nounc'd as *twere with his dying Breath. 
Now as we generally take the ſtricteſt notice 
of the words of a dying Friend, how much 
more ſhould we be mov'd by the words of 


8 dying Saviour, one who when he came 


into this World brought Peace with him, 
and when he went out of it left Peace be- 
hind him! 

It has been often remark'd, that our Sa- 
viour choſe to be born in the moſt quiet 


and peaceful State of the Roman Empire, 


when Aaguſtus, in token of an Univerſal 


Peace, had ſhut up the Myſtical Gates of 


Janus 
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Janus his Temple *. And we are inform'd 
y Divine Revelation, that the Heavenly 
Choir that ſung at our Saviour's Nativity, 
tun'd their melodious Voices to the ſoft 
Airs of Divine Love, and warbled out 
Peace on Earth, and good Will towards Men. 
And the Bleſſed Jeſus himſelf a little be- 
fore his exit bequeaths Peace as his Legacy 
to his Diſciples: Peace I leave with joa, 
my Peace I give unto jou. Tho this Peace 
may principally refer to the great Goſpel- 
Bleſſing of Reconciliation with God; yet 
there is no doubt but it comprehends alſo 
the Peace we have been treating of. 

But ſome may be ready to ſay, How is 
this conſiſtent with what our Saviour af- 
firms elſewhere, when he declares, He was 
not come to ſend Peace on Earth, but 4 
Sword ? . 

I anſwer, We are not to underſtand it as 
if he ſpoke of the natural tendency of the 
Doctrines of his Holy Religion, but of 
the accidental Event of *em thro the ma- 
lice and perverſeneſs of Men. Therefore 
tis obſervable, that in the whole of our 
Saviour's Conduct he did diſcountenance 


v The Romans were the moſt warlike People in the World ; 
ſo that in ſeven Centuries that had elaps'd before the Incar- 
nation of our Saviour, they enjoy'd no more than imo years 


Peace, which makes it the more remarkable that our Saviour 


ſtould be born in the time of a Univerſal Peace. 
C every 
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every thing that had the appearance of ill 
Nature and Revenge, and recommended 
the practice of that Religion which is both 
pure and peaceable: A Religion that raiſes 
the exerciſes of Love to the higheſt pitch ! 
It cannot be denied but that in the Books 
that were written by the Philoſophers of 
Greece and Rome, there are ſome excellent 
Rules of Morality. Yet the beſt of thoſe 
Heathen Moraliſts did frequently affirm, 
That -+ Revenge was ſweeter than Life it 
ſelf, and did not only allow but recom- 
mend the practice of it, affirming, that 
not to revenge a Wrong, is an Argument 
of Fear and Sloth, of an unmanly and de- 
generous Mind: which is directly oppo- 
ſite, as any thing can be, to the Genius and 
Spirit of Chriſtianity ; for no Inſtitution of 
Life did ever recommend Peace and Chari- 
ty with ſo peculiar a force of Expreſſion, 
and ſuch a vehemence of Stile as tis done 
in the Chriſtian Revelation. Let us there- 
fore attend to what is requir d by the Head 
and Founder of our Religion: But I ſay 
unto you, Love your Enemies, bleſs them 
that curſe you, do good to them that hate 


jou, and pray for them that deſpitefully nſe 


tdi 


r 


+ Arxiſtotle and Cicero. 
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and perſecute ou. Now ſince we are 
bound by the Authority of the Son of God 
I to love all men, even our very Enemies, 
| how much ſtronger is the Obligation upon 
us to love all Chriſtians, and to follow 
the things that make for Peace, with all 
thoſe that are nearly allied to the Prince 

of Peace ? 

2. The reaſonableneſs of following the 
things that make for Peace, will farther ap- 
pear, if we conſider what Examples there 
are in Scripture to enforce ſuch an Exhor- 
tation. Altho the Commands of an Incar- 
nate God carry with em an Authority to a 

Man's Conſcience, yet when reduc'd to 
practice as in the Example of good Men, 
they ſhow that the Dutys enjoin'd are not 
only reaſonable, but practicable. The 
Command enlightens the Underſtanding, 
but tis Example that attracts the Will and 
Affections. The Authority of Chriſt in 
the Precept aws the Conſcience, but an a- 
greeable Example quickens the motion of 
the Soul, and promotes an intire conformi- 
ty. Now to engage us in the purſuit of 
Peace, we have the Examples of the beſt 
Men in every Age of the Church. MNehe- 
miah had ſo t a regard to the Union 
and Peace of the Church, that he could 
not be eaſy with all the Pleaſures of the 
Perſian Court, while Jeruſalem was deſo- 
. 2 late, 
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late, and her Walls broken down ; but he 

Nehem. 1. ſat down and wept, and mourned certain days, 

3» 4+ and faſted and prayed before the God of Hee 
Ver. 

Nothing lay nearer the heart of the Di- 
vine Pſalmiſt, than the Good of the 
Church, as appears by thoſe warm and 

128 37 moving Expreſſions: If 1 forget thee, O 
4 Jeruſalem, let my right hana forget her cun- 
ning. If I do not remember thee, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if J 

N * not Jeruſalem above ni chief joy. And 
pfl. 122. in another Pſalm, Pray for the peace of Je 
| | oh 6, 75 f. raſalem; they ſhall proſper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls, and proſperity with- 

in thy palaces, For my brethren and compa- 

nions ſakes, I will nom ſay, Peace be within 

thee. Andin the New Teſtament what a 

bright Example was the Apoſtle Paul, and 

how frequently did he inculcate Charity in 

his Diſcourſes, and recommend it in his 

x Gor i, Life. Now ] beſeech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you all 
ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no 
diviſion among you; and that you be per- 
feetly join d together in the ſame mind, and 
in the ſame judgment. And how forcible 
are thoſe Expteſſions of the ſame Apoſtle 
il. . 1, . to the Philippians ; If there be therefore any 
conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, 
if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any wy 
an 
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and mercies; fulfil ye my joy, that you be 
like minded, having the ſame love, being o 
one accord, of one mind, And elſewhere 
ſays this Apoſtle of the Gentiles ; If any 
man have a mind to be contentious, we have 
no ſuch cuſtom, nor the Churches of God. 
Now what this excellent Perſon had incul- 
cated in his Diſcourſes, he did admirably 
exemplity in his Life ; denying himſelf in 
things that were lawful, that he might not 
ſcandalize the weak; and tho free from 
all men, yet he made himſelf a Servant to 
all, that he might win the more, and main- 
tain the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 

But let us turn our Eyes from the Ser- 
vant, to the brighter Example of his Lord. 
The Servant indeed did ſhine with the lu- 
ſter of a Star, but the Example of his and 
our Lord with a brightneſs like the Sun, 
that Globe of Fire that heats as well as 
enlightens the World; Chriſt's Example is 
proper to direct and perſuade, to guide and 
move the Soul. Walk in love, as Chriſt Eph. 5. 2. 
hath loved us: And ſee that ye love one ano. john 13. 
ther, as I have loved you. Here's the moſt 34. 
perfect Example plac'd in our view, and 
recommended to our imitation ; *tis the 
Example of Him who is Love it ſelf, 1 John. 
who was unwearied in doing good, even 
for thoſe that cenſur'd his 2 od 
Y : a | us? 
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abus'd his Kindneſs, faſtening upon him 
Names of Reproach, in return for his Be- 1 
nefits : yet none of theſe things did diſcou- 
rage his Progreſs, for he conſtantly ren- 
der'd Good for Evil; and ſhow'd a great | 
deal more kindneſs to his inveterate Ene- 
mies, than others do to their beſt Friends: 
For when we were without ſtrength, in due 
time Chriſt died for the ungodly. O how | 
did he bear the contradiction of Sinners a- | 
gainſt himfelf, and when reviPd open d 
not his mouth, unleſs to inſtruct them 
or pray for em; and that he did even in 
the midſt of his Agony! Father, forgive | 
them, for they know not what they do, If k 
Chriſt had ſo much love for his Enemies, 
ſurely it becomes us who pretend to be his 
Diſciples, to love one another with pure hearts 
fervently. Did our Lord while on Earth 
recommend Union among his Friends and 
Followers by his Example as well as his 
Command ; ſurely *tis highly reaſonable 
that we who claim an Alliance with this 
Prince of Peace, ſhould with a flaming but 
regular Zeal, follow the things that make for 
Peace, And this leads to the 
34 Reaſon, which ſhall be drawn from 
the ſcrict Relation there is betwixt all thoſe 
that are the Children of God. Al men 
naturally are of Kin, and Friends to each 
ot her, ſays an antient Philoſopher. And 
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a more excellent Perſon than he aſſures us 
that God hath made of one Blood all Nations 
of men to dwell on all the face of the Earth. 
There is (as a great Man obſerves) an 
te eſſential Relation as well as Likeneſs be- 
« tween one man and another, which no- 
thing can ever diſſolve, becauſe *tis 
& founded in that which no man can di- 
« veſt himſelf of in human Nature. By 
this we are 10 under an Obligation to 
love all Mankind. Now our being brought 
into a nearer and nobler Relation, does 
not leſſen but very much increaſe our Ob- 
ligation to love one another. All the 
Children of God are juſtiſied by the ſame 
Righteouſneſs. The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
is unto all, and upon all that believe, and 
there is no difference. And ſo for Sanctifi- 
cation, all true Chriſtians are purified and 
influenced by the ſame Spirit : And con- 
ſequently the Relation between one Chri- 
ſtian and another muſt be more intimate 
and near, than what is barely between one 
Man and another, tho allied by Affinity or 
Blood. My own Brother according to the 
Fleſh, is near of kin to me, tho the Soul 
that animates his Body is diſtinct from 
mine; but if I am a true Believer, and a- 
dopted into the Family of Heaven, I am 
influenced by the ſame Spirit as are all the 
Houſhold 'of Faith. Some Philoſophers 
> * have 
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have ue in favour of an Univerſal In- 
tellect, ſuppoſing, that there was a general 
Soul which did actuate the whale frame of 
Nature. But waving any Diſpute about 
that Principle, this we are aſſured of by 
Divine Revelation, viz, That all who are 
under the Bonds of the Everlaſting Cove- 
nant, are animated by one and the ſame 
Spirit: For if any Man have not the Spirit 
of Chriſt, he is none of his. And the 
Apoſtle, { peaking of Chriſt's being Head of 
the Church, ſays, From whom the whole 
Body fitly join d together, and compacted by 
that obich every joint ſupplieth, according 
to the effeftual working in the meaſure of eve- 
ry part, maketh increaſe of the Body unto the 
edzfying it ſelf in love, Now if any Per- 
ſons in the World have reaſon to purſue the 
things that make for Peace, certainly we 
have, who profeſs to be under the influ- 
ence of the ſame kind and good Spirit. 
If we are to follow Peace with all Men, 


becauſe Brethren in a large ſenſe, as de- 


ſcending from the ſame Original, how much 
more ſhould we endeavour after it with 
thoſe, that have a nearer, higher, and no- 
bler alliance to us, who profeſs the ſame Re- 
ligion, are Children of the ſame Father, 
Members of the ſame myſtical Body, Tem- 
ples of the ſame Holy Spirit, retain'd in 
the Service of the ſame Maſter, * 
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of the ſame Prince, influenced by the ſame 
Hope, carrying on the ſame great Ends 
and Deſigns, under the encouragement of | 
the ſame Promiſes, and as being Heirs of j 
the ſame Kingdom and Glory: I ſay, how | 
reaſonable is it, that we that are under fo | 
many ſacred and endearing Ties, ſhould 1 
live in Peace, and follow the things that | 
may moſt promote it ? | 
4. The reaſonableneſs of this Duty will 
further appear, if we conſider the conſtant 
and unwearied endeavour of Satan and | 
wicked Men to break the Peace of the 1 
1 Church, Tis hardly to be expreſt what 
4M induſtry is us'd by the malignant Spirits of 
| darkneſs, and the various Inſtruments un- | 
der their influence, to break the Union and © 
diſturb the Peace of the Church: ſome- i 
times by promoting the diſcuſſion of un- 1 
profitable Queſtions, and the warm ma- 1 
nagement of unneceſſary Diſputes; at 
other times by raiſing and fomenting Jea- 
louſies among Chriſtians one of another. 
Sometimes wicked men put on a Mask of 
Religion, and ſo get into ſacred Societies, 
on purpoſe to ſow diſcord among Bre- 
thren. 8 
5. We ought to follow the things that 
make for Peace, becauſe of the great Ad- 
vantages that will enſue thereupon, 
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1. By purſuing of Unity and Concord, 
we ſhall gain a great deal of true and ſo- 
lid Pleaſure. The firſt views we take of 
Charity in its exerciſe, and the rendency 
that generous Principles and Actions have 
towards Union and Peace, without any 
long reflection, are ſecretly approv'd by us, 
and occaſion in us a real and rational Plea- 
We cannot but be ſatisfied and de- 
lighted with the Exerciſes of Charity, un- 
leſs our Powers are greatly deprav*d and 
vitiated. 

A Man that has a clear Eye or a good 


Ear, cannot but be pleas'd with Beauty 
and Harmony. 


Man was made for So. 
ciety, and naturally abhors Solitude : Infi- 
nite Wiſdom thought it not good for him 
to be alone, even 1n a ſtate of Innocence ; 
Paradiſe it ſelf was render'd more pleaſant 
by mutual Converſe : and no doubt bur it 
will be a part of the happineſs of Heaven, 


that we ſhall be favour'd with the agree- 
able Society of the Angels, and the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect; whoſe Love to 


God is always ardent, and whoſe united 


Endeavours to advance the Divine Glory, 


will occaſion a true and a laſting Pleaſure 


to ſpring up in their Minds. 


While we live in the exerciſe of Love, 


which is the ſofteſt and ſweeteſt of all the 


Paſſions, we free our ſelves from thoſe 
* FLY things 
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things that are unruly and troubleſom, 
diſquieting and tormenting; our Minds are 
calm and chearful, ſerene and pleaſant, and 
every reflection we make upon what is paſt 
increaſes our Pleaſure, ſo that this Duty 
carrys with it its own Reward, _ 

I know tis commonly ſaid, that Revenge 
is ſweet ; but I am ſure, that to a Man of 
a great and | px =p Soul, the exerciſes of 
Charity will give a truer guſt of real Plea- 
ſure, For there is no man that meditates 
Revenge, but he has a thouſand unquiet 
Agitations in his breaſt; and when he 
begins to cool, and ſeriouſly conſider, 
he is angry with himſelf and aſham'd of 
his Folly : whereas there is 0 torment in 
Love, as the Apoſtle obſerves , but it pro- 
duces a real and a {ublimated Pleaſure. He 
that follows the things that make tor 
Peace, has the teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience in favour of his Actions, as well as 
bs approbation of all wiſe and good N 
Men; but that which is more than all, he Wl 
has the favour of God, and ſhall have the L 
honour of being number'd with his Chil- | 

| 


dren, Bleſſed are the Peacemakers, for they Mar. 5. 5. 
ſhall be calld the Children of God. 
VDnion and Agreement (ſays one) is 7 
the Soul of the Univerſe, the Ornament 
of Heaven and Earth, the Life and Joy of I} 
both Worlds. Behold (ſays the Pſalmiſt ) rf. 137. | 
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how good and how pleaſant it is for Brethren 
to dwell together in Unity ! If the Agree- 
ment of others gives us ſo charming a view, 
what an exalted Pleaſure muſt oy feel 
that are of one Heart and one Way! In- 
deed that Chriſtian, whoſe natural temper is 
none of the beſt, will find the Exerciſes of 
Charity ſomewhat difficult at firſt : which 
an ingenious Modern does illuſtrate thus. 
"Tis ( ſays he) like a Man that has ſome 
acquaintance with Geometry; if he does 
but juſt caſt his eye upon a ſubtile Theorem, 
it ſeems perplext and difficult ; but if he 
begins at the ſimple Principles, and fo ad- 
vances by degrees through the intermedi- 
ate Propoſitions, he will with eaſe attain a 
Demonſtration of it. So if a Chriſtian 
follow the things that make for Peace, and 
is found in the exerciſe of thoſe Graces that 
have a tendency to promote Union and a 
good Correſpondence, he will loſe his Pre- 
judices by degrees which he had imbib'd 
againſt the poſhbility and practicableneſs 
of this Duty, and begin to have a reliſh of 

the moſt agreeable Pleaſure, 
2. Another Advantage that attends the 
ractice of the Duty I am recommending, 
is, that it will be for the ſecurity and de- 
fence of the Church, The bleſſed Jeſus 
indeed is the Rock on which the Church is 
built, and the Head by which ſhe is in- 
5 fluenc q 
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fluenc'd and govern'd ; yet without de- 


tracting from the honour of our Lord we 
may ſay, that Union between her ſeveral 
Members is her ſubordinate Strength and 
Safety. The Apoſtle, after he had recom- 
mended to the Colaſſians the practice of 
various important Dutys, adds, And 4 
bove all theſe things put on Charity, which is 
the * Bond of paw (er or 4 perfect Bond. 
And let the Peace of God rule in your hearts, | 
to the which alſo you are called in one Body; | 4 
and be ye thankfal. Q. D. Charity is the 8 
moſt excellent Grace in it ſelf, and the moſt 'Þ 
beneficial; in its Exerciſes it will not onl 
be ornamental to your Profeffion of Chri- 
ſtianity, but the Cement of the Church, 
and fo will defend you againſt a great 
many Evils to which you would be other- 
wiſe expos'd. Ko 
All the Perſecutions that have fallen on 
the Churches of Chrift, have not wea- 
ken'd them half ſo much as the Diviſions 
of their own Members. Where there is 
Strife and Contention, Diſcord and Ani- 
moſity in a Society, it ſoon looſens and 
weakens the Bands that hold it together. 
How have the moſt flouriſhing Churches 
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Kuren - fenifie ſuch 4 Bond as unites different 
Things or Perſons together, which makes it evident the Apoſtle 
ks ſpeaking of that Charity we owe bo one another, 
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as well as Kingdoms been deſtroy*d by 
their own Diſſenſions! When Jeruſalem 
was befieg'd by I itus Veſpaſian, all his bat- 
tering Rams did not half ſo much miſchief 
to the Jews as the Diviſions occaſion d 
among them by their fiery Zealots, who 
provok'd *em to deſtroy one another. 
The rage and violence of Enemies can- 
not do ſo much injury to Sacred Societies 
as their own Members, when they give a 
looſe to their indecent Paſſions, which 
weaken their Hands and divide their 
Strength, and have a direct tendency to diſ- 
folve and break them in pieces. And fo 
much the Apoſtle! intimates in that excel- 
lent Caution he gives the Galatians ; But 
#f you bite and devour one another (lays 
he) tale heed ye be not conſunrid one of ano- 
ther. Tis Union, and a good Correſpon- 
_ dence, that muſt make us ſtedfaſt and un- 
moveable; for our Bleſſed Saviour hath aſ- 
ſured us, that à Kingdom divided againſt it 
ſelf cannot ſtand. Where all the Members 
of à Church are united as one Man, they 
are in an excellent poſture of defence; but 
when they are toſſed about with every 
wind of Doctrine, and begin to promote 
Parties and Factions, they preſently be- 
come an eaſie Prey to thoſe that Tie in wait 
T 
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A ſingle Thred is ſoon ſnapt aſunder; 
but as the wiſe Man obſerves, a threefold Ecel. 4. 12. 
Cord is not quickly broken, Tis Union 
and Order that render men capable of 
making a vigorous defence, and that raiſe 
them above the fears of an Enemy, that 
are ſuperior in Number, but ſtrangers to 
| Diſcipline and Agreement. Whena Church 
/ of Chriſt maintains the Unity of the Spi- 
' rit in the Bond of Peace, ſhe is not only 
fair as the Moon, and clear as the Sun, but 
terrible as an Army with Banners. How 
reaſonable therefore 1s it that we purſue the 
things that make for Peace, that we 
* ſacrifice all private Animoſities and Diſ- 
cords to the Publick Good, than which no- 
thing can more contribute to our laſting 
Settlement, ſo as to render us firm and un- 
ſhaken as a Rock. 

3. The purſuit of Peace and- Union will 
recommend our Holy Religion, and bring 
Honour to Jeſus the Head of it. Tis ve- 
ry remarkable, that when our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour had pray*d for the Union of his Peo- 
ple, He pleads this Argument with his Fa- 
ther; Let them be one, that the World may John 17. 
believe that thou haſt ſent me. Again, Let ver. bn. 
them be perfect in one, that the World may 
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* Donare inimicitias Reip. was the Advice of the anti- 
ent Romans for the ſecurity of Their Civil State. 
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10 know that thou haſt ſent me. Now that which 
= does any way prove or illuſtrate Chriſt's 
'F * coming forth from the Father, is proper 
to recommend Chriſtianity to the World, 
18 and the Union of Chriſtians in the judgment 
| N | of our Saviour is proper for this end. 
14 When we follow the things that make for 
fl Peace, we do that which is ornamental 
to that Holy Religion we profeſs, as well 
as evidence to the World that we belong to 
that Jeſus who is the Prince of Peace : B 
this ( ſays our Saviour) ſhall all men know 
that you are my Diſciples, if you love one 
another. Love is the diſtinguiſhing Badg, 
the diſcriminating Mark of a true Diſciple 
of Jeſus. The Diſciples of other Inſtitu- 
tions among the Jews, as well as the Hea- 
thens, uſed to diſtinguiſh themſelves by 
ſome peculiar Opinion, or ſingular Habit, 
or {light Ceremony, But our Lord fixes 
on ſomething that is moſt excellent in it 
ſelf, and uſeful to others, as the diſtin- 
guiſhing Character of his Diſciples, viz. 
Love, which, as one well exyreſſes it, is 
the moſt human, and the moſt divine Qua- 
lity of which we are capable. | 
Now what a reproach is it to Chriſtia- 
nity, when ſuch as call themſelves the Diſ- 
ciples of the Prince of Peace, act like the 
Sons of Strife. Thers is not any thing 
that does more miſchief in the World than 


Diviſion 


; 
„ 
1 
4 5 
| 
i 
4 
: 
* 
R 2 12 - 
* 3 * & — «= 
4 "EM —— ro — 1 . * 
* * 1 — — — 1 3 7 N 


Union and Peace. 


diviſion amongſt Chriſtians; for it keeps 
good Men out of the Church, and hardens 
wicked Men in their Sins. Tis ſtoried of 
Alexander Severus, that ſeeing two Chri- 
ſtians at variance one with the other, he 
forbad them any longer to aſſume the 
Name of Chriſtians, becauſe by their 
Strife and Contention they diſhonour'd 
their Lord and Maſter. Certainly were 
Chriſtians but ſenſible what miſchief they 
do Religion by their Diſcords, they would 
mourn over 'em, and vigoroully purſue the 
things that make for Peace, All our Diſ- 
courſes about Religion will not ſo effectu- 
ally recommend it, as our walking in Love, 
There are a thouſand ſecret and powerful 


Charms in Charity, that take faſt hold of 


mens Hearts, and inſenſibly but effectually 
attract their Love and Eſteem. Charity in 


its Exerciſes, is like the Ointment of the right 


hand that cannot be hid, the Pertume will 
diffuſe and ſpread it ſelf in Converſation. 


4. Another Advantage that will enſue 


on the due performance of the Duty I am 
recommending, 1s the Encreaſe and Edifi- 
cation of the Church. The Primitive 


Churches were at peace within themſelves, 
when they had reſt from the Perſecution 
of their Enemies, and that was the happy 
ſeaſon of their Edification and Growth. 
Then had the Churches reſt throughout all 
180. — - Judea, 
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Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, and were 
ediſied; and walking in the Fear of the Lord, 
and Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, were multi- 
plied, "Thoſe within the Sacred Incloſure 
were built up in their moſt holy Faith; and 
many of thoſe that were without, behold- 
ing the good Agreement and Order of 
thoſe within, were encourag'd to coaleſce 
with 'em. Then it was that Converts 
flock'd to the Houſe of God as Doves to 
their Windows; fo vaſt an acceſſion was 
there of Members to the Chriſtian Church. 
And if we of this Age would have the 
Borders of Sion enlarg'd, and thoſe with- 
in the Pale of the Church edified, we muſt 
follow the things that make for Peace. 

What Edification can be expected in 
that Society, which is made the very Seat 
of Contention ? But where a Church is un- 
der the charming influence of a Spirit of 
Love, the Members will mutually per- 
form for each other all good Offices; they?l 
ſimpathize with one another under their 
various Trials, rejoice with thoſe that re- 
joice, and weep with thoſe that weep. 
They'l be ready to counſel and adviſe one 
another, and when there is occaſion make 
uſe of friendly Reproof to each other. 
Moreover, that Charity which flames in 
their Breaſts,will engage em to uſe the moſt 
courteous and obliging Deportment, ſo 


that 
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that they*l endeavour to overcome every 
thing that ſtands in the way of Peace, or 
that may abate the Exerciſes of Love, 
This excellent temper of Mind will in a 
great meaſure prevent both our giving and 
taking Offence ; for we ſhall be ready to 
put the moſt candid Interpretation on one 
anothers Words and Actions; and when 
Offences come, Charity will diſpoſe us to a 

mutual forgiveneſs, and ingage us to pray 

8 one for another. Now all theſe things 

ü have a tendency to the edification of the 
Church, and prepare the way for it. In a 
word, if the Security and Defence, if the 
Glory and Honour, if the Increaſe and E. 
dification of the Church, accompanied 
with a rational and real Pleaſure, are Ad- 
vantages that attend the Duty I have been 
recommending, then ſurely 'tis highly rea- 
ſonable that we comply with the Advice of 
the Apoſtle in the Text, to follow the things 
that make for Peace, But, 


' Thirdly, I am to inſtance in ſome of thoſe 
things that make for the Peace of the Chur- 

| ches of Jeſus Chriſt. And in order to this 
we muſt carefully avoid whatever may 

ſtir up Strife and Diſcord. The Apoſtle 
James points out the Source and Spring of 

our Contentions. From whence come Wars 

and Fightings among jou? Come they not 

ns Oo E 2 hence, 
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hence, even of your Luſts that war in your 
Members? We muſt not indulge any Luſt, 
or diſorderly Paſſion, if we would pro- 
mote Peace 1n the Churches of the Saints. 
W hatever we do, let us avoid Pride, which 
is generally at the bottom of moſt of thoſe 
Divifions that are amongſt Chriſtians, 
When there was a ſtrife among the Diſci- 
ples of our Lord, *twas who {ſhould be 
the greateſt. And the wiſe Man has told 
us, That only by Pride cometh Contention ; 
i. e. chiefly and principally this has one of 
the greateſt hands in our Diſcords and Ani- 
moſities, and is therefore to be ſuppreſt and 
avoided. In ſhort, let us lay aſide all En- 
vy and Malice, Covetouſneſs and Revenge, 
inordinate ſelf. Love, and evil Surmiſing, 
all which have a natural tendency to Strife 
and Confuſion, Now to procure and per- 
petuate Peace and Union, there are theſe 
everal things I would recommend to your 
ſerious conſideration. | 

I. Let all that labour in the Word and 
DoErine amongſt us, endeavour after Uni- 
on arid a good Correſpondence. If there 
be no godd Underſtanding amongſt the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, no wonder if there 
be Factions among the People, as there 
were in the Corinthian Church: One was 


for Paul, another for Apollos, a third for 


inſt 
**tm 


Cepbas. Now this the Apoſtle urges aga 
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em as a fad but ſure Sign of their Carnality , 
and if there was leſs of this ſenſual Spirit 
among Chriſtians now, the Edification and 
Increaſe of the Church would be more re- 
markable. Therefore if we would obtain 


Peace, and walk in Love, one way to com- 


paſs ſo deſitable an End, is to cultivate an 
Acquaintance and good Underſtanding a- 
mongſt the Miniſters of Chriſt. Tis not 
likely there ſhould be much Peace in the 
Churches, while the Intereſt of the Mini- 
ſters is divided. If we look ſhy on one 
another, and keep at a diſtance with a for- 
bidding Air, our People that are generally 
more influenced by Example than Precept 
will rather be factious than follow the 
things that make for Peace. My Brethren, 
God has honour'd ſeveral of you by putting 
you into the Miniſtry ; Will you ſuffer me 
to prevail on you to be of one heart, and 
one way, that we may ſerve the Lord with 
one conſent, ſtriving together as one Man 
for the Faith of the Goſpel, continually 
provoking one another to Love and good 
Works ? | 

2. Let both Miniſters and People endea- 
vour to live in the continual exerciſe of 
thoſe Virtues that have a ſpecial tendency 


to Union and Concord. The higher our 


Attainments are in Grace, the more ſtrict 
and intimate will be our Union. Have 
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Salt in your ſelves (ſays our Saviour) 
and have Peace one with another. In which 
words our Lord ſeems to intimate, that ſo 
long as People retain a true ſavor of Divine 
things, and continue in the exerciſe of 
Grace, it will be a proper means to pro- 
mote Union and Peace among Chriſtians. 
Let us be much in the exerciſe of Humility 
and Meekneſs; for if in lowlineſs of mind 
each would efteem others better than themſelves, 


it would wonderfully promote Peace in all 
Chriſtian Societies, Tis he that is of 4 


proud heart that ſtirreth up Strife; Strife is 


the natural Ofspring of Pride, but Peace is 
the genuine Iſſue of Humility. So for the 
exerciſe of Patience and Self-denial, if we 
had but learn'd to bear and forbear, to de- 
ny our ſelves in things lawful rather than 
ſcandalize a weak Chriſtian, then Peace 
that ſeems to be baniſh'd from ſome Socie- 
ties, would return, revive, and flouriſh. 
What is it that ſome People will not deny 
themſelves under the influence of Ambi- 
tion and Popularity! Some have parted with 
their Lives for the good of their Country ; 
others for the ſake of a Minion, and to 
prepare their way for impure Imbraces, 
have waſted their Eſtates, proſtituted their 
Honour, hazarded their Health, ſhipwrackt 
their Conſciences, . and forfeited their Salva- 
tion; and ſhall not a true principle of Cha- 

„ | rity, 
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rity, agreeable to right Reaſon and di- 
vine Revelation, enforc'd with the ſtron- 
| geſt Motives, make us willing to deny our 
: own Humours to promote the publick 1 
| Good ? What tho Chriſtians of the ſame j 
Society with us differ from us in things of 


an indifferent nature, yet they agree with 4 

, us in Matters of the higheſt conſequence, 7 

Therefore wherernto we have already attain'd, 4 

| let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the L 

4 ſame thing. | 7 

. 3. Let us endeavour to give an early ſtop | 

x to thoſe things that are likely to make a "mn 

= breach upon Unity and Order. This is a- 7 

5 greeable to the Advice of the wiſe Man, N 
who aſſures us that, The beginning of Strife Prov. 17. 1 

4 i5 as when one letteth out Water : Therefore "4- , 

8 (., (ſays he) leave off Contention before it be 

«x Z medledwith, No ſooner is the Bank of a Ri- 

Cc MM broken, but the Water will dilate and 

' ſpread with an irreſiſtable violence, and 

of carry all before it. When Paſſions be- 

h Y $819 to riſe, tis the belt way immediate. 

„ ly to ſuppreſs 'em, becauſe no one can tell 

th how far they ſhall be carried, nor into 

Na what Indecencies men may be tranſported | 

oh by giving way to Wrath, *Tis certainly 8. 

= the moſt prudent courſe to avoid the occa- 0 

aa ſions of Strife, and very early to reſiſt eve- 

4 ry thing that has any viſible tendency to- 


wards it. How great Miſchiefs, and what 
| | lamen- 
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lamentable Diviſions have been occaſion'd 
by very ſmall beginnings of Contention ! 
The little Heterogeneous Vapours which 
the Sun exhales from the Earth, often de- 
ſcend in Tempeſt and Thunder; fo ſmall 
Differences heightned by Pride, fall in 
a mighty Storm, and ſpread Confuſion and 
Diforder, where once nothing but Love 
and Peace reign'd. How great a matter 
(ſays the Apoſtle James) does a little Fire 
kindle ! A few Sparks ſtruck into a Maga- 
zine ſhall inſtantly blow up and tear all in 
pieces. A ſcornful Look, or an unhandſom 
Reflection, if not preſently and prudently 
corrected, may lay a Foundation for innu- 
merable Miſchiets. Therefore it we have 
any real regard to the Peace of the Church, 
let us abſtain from the very appearance of 
thoſe things that tend to Diſſenſion: And 
Eph. 4.8. above all things have fervent Charity among 
your ſelves ; for Charity ſhall cover the mul- 
titude of Sins, 
4. Let us manage all our Religious Al- 
fairs with Wiſdom and Innocency. Twas 
the Direction given by our Bleſſed Saviour | 
when he ſent forth his Diſciples into an ill- 
Mar. 10. natur'd World, That they ſhould be wiſe as 
1% Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves. Alas! *tis 
impoſſible that a good Correſpondence 
ſhould be kept up in any Society without 
Foreſight and Caution, Innocence and In- 
| tegrity. 
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tegrity. A juſt mixture of Wiſdom and Up- 


rightneſs in the Conduct of Chriſtians, will 
lay a Foundation for a laſting Peace, *T was 
an excellent Character one of the * Anti- 
ents gave of his Father, viz. That he nei- 
ther ſuffer'd the Wiſdom of the Serpent to 
degenerate into Cunning, nor the Innocency 
of the Dove into Indiſcretion, but made 
up one compleat kinda of Vertue from the 
mixture of both together, Chriſtianity in- 
dulges no pious Frauds, nor will the ex- 
cellent Inſtitution of the Goſpel allow 
men to do the leaſt Evil, tho on pretence of 
procuring the greateſt Good: And that 
Wiſdom which our Bleſſed Saviour recom- 
mends is of a Divine Original, and in its 
Exerciſes muſt be always agreeable to the 
ſimplicity of the Goſpel. To which pur- 


poſe the Apoſtle James ſpeaks moſt direQ- 
ly; The Wiſdom that is from above, is frſs ** 
2 


pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to 
zntreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocriſy, 
A Vein of Sincerity muſt run through 
the whole Series of a Man's Actions, 
or elſe what he calls prudent Manages 
ment, will appear to others no better than 
Sabrilty and Craft; and that will raiſe a 
thouſand Jealouſies in the Minds of People, 
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Greg. Nazianzen. Orat. 19. 
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and prepare the way for Strife. No doubt 
but it's very lawful, and very neceſſary to 
act with the higheſt Diſcretion and Wiſ- 
dom in all Eccleſiaſtical Matters; but un- 
der that pretext we mult be very cautious 
of doing any thing that is inconſiſtent with 
downright Honeſty : Let us be wife, but 
innocent inour Conduct, if we would pro- 
mote Peace in the Churches of God. 

5. In all our Conferences about Reli- 
gious Matters, and thoſe Affairs that re- 
late to the Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, let us 
uſe ſoft and inoffenſive Language. Sharp 
and indecent Reflections may ſeparate re- 
al Friends, but will never reconcile con- 
tending Parties. Men of Senſe may be 
wrought upon by the Power of Reaſon, 
and the Dint of Argument; but they'll 
never be raiPd out of their Prejudices, if 
they have unhappily imbib'd any. *Tis in 
vain for People to pretend that their Zeal 
for things Sacred warms 'em: when their 
Paſſions kindle and tumultuate, and they 
reproach their Brethren, *tis certainly an 
unhallowed Flame. Our Zeal for Reli- 
gion mult be always regulated by it; and 
when *tis ſo, it will be accompanied with 
the Fruits of the Spirit, ſuch as Love, 
Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance. 
Do we not profeſs to be the Subjects of 
* the 
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the Prince of Peace; and does not ſuch a 
Profeſſion involve in it an Obligation to 
imitate his bright Example, who had 
the moſt eaſy and charming Addreſs, and 
inſtructed thoſe with Meekneſs that op- 
poſed themſelves? He did never render 
Railing for Railing, but contrary wiſe Bleſ- 
fing ; and accordingly has enjoin'd his Fol- 
lowers to bleſs them that curſe em. How 
much rather ſhould thoſe that join with 
us in the ſame Prayers and Sacraments, be 
treated with civil and inoffenſive Lan- 
guage? What then ſhall we ſay of that 
Satyr ſome vent on their Brethren? is it 
not more agreeable to the Stage than the 
Church, and does it not ſavour more of 
the Spirit that is from beneath, than of 
that which is from above? Ought it not 
then to be diſcountenanc'd and ſuppreſt ? 


The uſe of opprobrious Language is like 


ſhooting of Arrows dipt in Poiſon ; or, to 
uſe the Expreſſion of the wiſe Man, *tis 
throwing about Firebrands, Arrows and 
Death, which wound him moſt that 
throws them. I have read of a ſort of 
Creatures, the more they ſting, the leſs 
they hurt ; I have thought they reſemble 
thoſe People that conſtantly make uſe of 
ill Language in Religious Controverſies, 
which always does leſs hurt to their Ad- 


verſarys than themſelves, A Flint is 


F 2 ſooner 
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ſooner broke on a Pillow than on an Anvil; 

ſo Men of the moſt obſtinate humours are 
more eaſily melted by mild and ſoft Lan- 
guage, than by that which is bitter and 
cen{orious. And let us remember, That the 
Wrath of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs 
of God. It may kindleanimpure Fire with- 
out Light, and you well know what kind of 
Fire that does reſemble. Suppoſe the Chri- 
ſtian I differ with is miſtaken, yet if I en- 
deavour to expoſe his Error with a raſh and 
intemperate Zeal, with rude and uncivil 
Language, *Tis (as one expreſſes it) as 
if a Man ſhould be more concern d for 4 
miſplac'd hair on anothers Head, than for a 
fiery Ulcer in his own Breaſt : For certainly 
my paſſionate Raillery is a greater fault 
then rhe Error I would expoſe. 

My Brethren, tho the Cauſe we plead 
for be very good, and the Adverſaries we 
argue againſt extremely bad, yet we are 
oblig*d to uſe ſoſt and good Language. 
The Inſtance we have in the Epiſtle of 
Jude is not improper on this occaſion, 
Michael zhe Archangel, when contending with 
the Devil he aiſputed about the Body of 
Moſes, dur ſt uot bring againſt him 4 railing 
Accaſation, but jaia, The Lord rebuke thee. 
Why durſt not this excellent Spirit rail 
at the Devil in his diſpute with him ? Some 
think becauſe the Devil would have been 


too 
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too hard for him at railing ; but the true 


reaſon I apprehend was this, That railing 
would have been very unſutable to the 
Character of a holy Angel, and very diſ- 
honourable to that God whoſe Miniſter he 
was. Now if our holy Religion will not 
permit us to rail even at the Devil himſelf; 
if it be a misbecoming thing to revile a 
fallen Spirit, how criminal is it to uſe op- 
probrious and ill Language to our Brethren? 


Indeed the Apoſtle adviſes, that anrulh and Tir. 1. 10, 


45 


vain talkers ſhould be rebut'd ſharply. Con- 3. 


vince them powerfully, let your cloſe rea- 
ſoning lay open their faults, and ſpeak 
plainly to em. Rem ipſam dic, mitte male 


loqui; ſay the thing, but uſe no bad Lan- 


guage. If we have any value for the 
Churches Peace, we muſt in all Religious 
Conferences obſerve the decorum of good 
Language. Twas a fine Character 
given of one of the Romans, Neſcivit quid 
eſſet male dicere : He knew not what it was to 
give bad Language. I wiſh the Character 
had agreed better to the generality of 
Chriſtians, and then I ſhould hope that 
the Apoſtle's Advice would have been taken 


by em; Give none offence neither to the | cor. «5 


Jews, zor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church 32. 


of God. 


6. If we would preſerve Union and a 


good Correſpondence among the — 
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of Chriſt, great care muſt be taken that 
we do not violate or infringe that form of 
Diſcipline conſtituted by our Saviour: 
There muſt be the utmoſt caution us'd in 
an orderly receiving and a regular diſmiſſi- 
on of Members. No Church ought to 
give countenance to thoſe who have cauſe- 
leſly and ſchiſmatically rent themſelves 
from an orderly Church of Jeſus Chriſt, or 
that have been righteouſly excluded their 
1 Communion for Hereſy or Immorality. 
1 For that Church that will venture to re- 
Wit ceive Perſons under a juſt cenſure, do not 
1 only incroach on the Privilege of another 
1 Church, but in ſo acting uſurps a Suprem 
i". over it. Tis too notorious to be conceabd, 
19 how great Confuſion has been made in the 
1 Chriſtian World by the Arrogancy of the 
IN. Biſhop of Rome, and by the Church of 
1091 Rome's pretending to be the only true 
1 Church in the world. How little ground ſhe 
1 has for this claim I need not fay, when ſo 
u many of the Characters of a falſe Church 
— * agree to her. As an aſſuming 
Spirit has a tendency to Striſe where it ap- 
pears in ſingle Per ſons, ſo it manifeſtly leads 
to Diſſenſion where a Community of Men 
are under its influence. Therefore if we 
would have Peace flouriſh in the Churches, 
let not one Church pretend to an Authority 
over another, but let every truly aye 
urc 
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Church of Jeſus Chriſt enjoy her freedom 
in Eccleſiaſtical Adminiſtrations, according 
to the Order Chriſt has eſtabliſh'd in his 
Houſe. 

7. Let us ſend up our united Cries to 
Heaven for the Spirit of Love, and of a 
ſound Mind. God has all Hearts in his 
Hands, and can turn them as the Rivers of 
| Water. How ſuddenly did he cure the 
Diſorders of Eſau's Spirit, and of an Ene- 
þ my made him a Friend! Our God is a 

God of Peace, and *tis only He that can 

create Peace, and make Jeruſalem a quiet Ha- 

bitation. Let us therefore, with the Pſal- WH 

miſt, pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem. With * 

what fervour did the Apoſtle pray for the 

Theſſalonians on this very account! The Lord * Theſt:: 
of Peace give you Peace always by all means. m_ 
Now toencourage ourearneſt Addreſſes,God 

has promis'd, That he will turn to his People a © a 
pure Language, that they may all call upon the | 

Name of the Lord, to ſerve him with one conſent. 
Hie has alſo aſſur'd us, that he wil give his jer.32.39. 

People one Heart, and one Way. Now ſuch 

Promiſes we ſhould plead with him in a 
Prayer. When the Iſraelites attempted to 0 
engage God on their fide, they agreed to- 

ther as one Man to ask his Counſel ; 

hen all the Children of Iſrael went out, and Judg. 20. 
the Congregation was gathered together as one 
Max, . Dan even to Beerſheba, * 45 oy : 

_ 
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Land of Gilead, anto the Lord in Mizpeh. 
I would hope that al] thoſe that are aſ- 
ſembled here on this ſolemn Occaſion, are 
in the ſame diſpoſition of mind ; and that 
our united Cries put up to the Father of 
Mercys by the hands of a Mediator, will 
obtain for us all neceſſary and agreeable 
Supplies. I doubt not but you are ſenſible 
that the Succeſs of our Endeavours for the 
good of the Churches depend on God Al- 
mighty. Whatever Methods we fall up- 
on will be ineffeQual, unleſs He proſper 
and ſucceed' em. The Cure of the Divi- 
ſions that may ariſe in any Church, can be 
only by the God of Peace; let us therefore 
pray, That Ephraim may not envy Judah, 
nor Judah wvex Ephraim: and as many as 
join with us in ſuch Petitions, Peace be on 
them, ana Mercy on the Iſrael of God. 


I proceed now to the /aſ# general Head, 

which is to improve the whole. 
Firſt, Let us labour to be thorowly ſen- 
ſible wherein we have been defective in the 
diſcharge of that great Duty that has been 
recommended to us. Let us mourn over 
our own DefeQs, and the Churches Divi- 
ſions. You have heard how reaſonable the 
Duty of following the things that make 
for Peace, is in it ſelf, and what great Ob- 
ligations we are under to comply with it: 
| Surely 
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Surely the ſenſe of having been deficient 


therein ſhould ſtrike us with a due Con- 
cern, we ſhould lay our mouths in the Duſt, 
if ſo be there may be hope, that the Chur- 
ches Peace may be yet as a River, and her 
Righteouſneſs as the Waves of the Sea. 
There is too much cauſe to fear that we 
have not all of us done our utmoſt to pro- 
cure and perpetuate the Peace of the Chur- 


ches; Have not the ſtrong ſcandalized the 


weak, and the weak been too free in cen- 
ſuriog the ſtrong ? whereasthe Apoſtle ſays, 
Fit be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men. Now have we not 
neglected what we might poſſibly have 
done? Therefore let us lay our Hands upon 
our Hearts, and with ſhame and pungent 
ſorrow acknowledg our Guilt in the above- 
mention'd reſpect. The Apoſtle tells us, 
that where envying and ſtrife us, there is con- 
fuſion, and every evil work, Than which 
nothing can do more hurt to Chriſtianity, 
and hinder its progreſs. Therefore Jalan 
the Apoſtate, who treated the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution with the greateſt ſpite, thought 
he could not take a more effectual way to 
hinder the ſpreading of the Goſpel, than by 
keeping up the Diviſions in that time be- 
twixt the Catholicks and Donatiſts, The 
Goſpel might have a freer courſe, were it 


not for the diviſions that are-among Chri- 
MEE G ſtians. 
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ſtians. Let us be ſenſible of our folly, and 
above all things let us put on Charity ; for 

ian by the exerciſe of that 
Grace, ſhall more remarkably adorn the 
Doctrine of God his Saviour, than a Per- 
ſon of greater knowledg who has not ſo 
much Charity. 

Secondly, Let both Miniſters and Peo- 
ple follow the things that make for Peace, 
and thoſe things whereby we may edifie 
one another. Tho Peace ſhould flee from 
us, yet we ſhould follow it with the great- 
eſt vigor. 414xawv, the word uſed in the 
Text, ſignifies to purſue a thing eagerly 
as Hunters do their Prey. Therefore that 
this Exhortation may be ſucceſsful, I ſhall 
ſubmit to your ſerious Thoughts the fol- 
lowing things. 

1. Conſider, that unleſs a Man. be of a 
peaceable and charitable temper, the high- 
eſt profeſſion of Religion is inſignificant 
and vain, Let a Man make never ſuch 
pretences concerning his cloſe adherence to 
the Dutys of the firſt Table, if he does 
not perform thoſe of the Second, he's no 
better than a hypocritical Pretender, That 
Man has no true love to God whoſe 
Heart is void of Charity to his Brother. 
And ſo much is concluded in the Apoſtle's 


Jan: Argument; If a man ſay, I love God, and 
Hate his Brother, he is a Lier. For he that 


loveth 
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loveth not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, 
how can he love God whom he hath not 


ſeen? The ſame Apoſtle inſtances in Bro- 


therly Love, as the true mark of a Chri- 
ſtian. We know (ſays he) that we are 1 John 3. 
paſſed from Death to Life, becauſe we love the 14 
Brethren, How high ſoever ſome riſe in 
the Profeſſion of Religion, yet if they are 
Strangers to the exerciſes of Charity, their 
Religion is vain. Tho I ſpeak (ſays the 1 Cor. 13, 
Apoſtle) with the Tongues of Men and s. 
Angels, and have not Charity, I am become as 
& ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. And 
tho | have the Gift of Prophecy, aud un- 
derſtand all Myſteries, and all Nuomledg; 
and tho I have all Faith, ſo that I could 
remove Mountains, and have no Charity, 
I am nothing. And tho ] beſtow all my 
Goods to feed the Poor, and tho I give my 
Boay to be burn'd, and have not Charity, it 
profit eth me nothing. 
2. Conſider that a charitable and peace- 
able Temper carries with it its own Reward. 
Love is the moſt eaſy Paſſion, and affords 
the greateſt Pleaſure ; whereas Wrath and 
Strife, Animoſity and Diſcord, Envy and 
Revenge, are the Works of the Fleſh, 
and a Puniſhment to thoſe that indulge 
them. Malicious and revengeful Men are 
like the troubled Sea that cannot reſt, 
but perpetually . caſts up mire. and dirt. 
G 2 But 
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But the man that is of a charitable diſ- 

poſition, and follows the things that 

make for Peace, is encompaſs'd with a 

thouſand advantages, being expreſly brought 

within the compaſs of one of the Beati- 

tudes, Bleſſed are the Peacemakers ; for 

they ſball be call d the Children of God. In 

a word, if it be poſſible for any Man to 

have a taſte of the Pleaſures of Paradiſe 

in this waſt and howling Wilderneſs, it 

muſt be that perſon who loves his Brethren 

with a pure Heart fervently : for ſuch a one 

1 John 4. dwelleth in Love, and he that dwelleth in Love, 

on dwelleth in God, and God in him; for God is 
Love. | 

3. Conſider that our bleſſed Lord but 

a little before his Death pray'd for that 

which J am now preſſing upon you, 

Ich. . 11. namely, Union and Concord. Holy Fa- 

ther, keep through thine own Name thoſe 

whom thou haſt given me, that they may 

be one, as we are one, Our Bleſſed Sa- 

viour was not fo ſollicitous that his Peo- 

ple might be kept from the Perſecution 

of their Enemies, as that there might be 

a firm Union and good Correſpondence 

amongſt themſelves, well knowing how 

much that would contribute to their eſta- 

bliſhment and growth. Our Lord in his 

Diſcourſes does compare his People to 

Creatures of the moſt ingocent and in- 

offenſive 
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offenſive Naature, ſuch as Doves, Lambs 
and Sheep; and ſometimes he compares 
them to little Children that have no con- 
firm'd Prejudices againſt any, to ſignify to 
be ſure that ſuch as claim any alliance to 
him ſhould be the Sons of Peace, Now 
certainly what our Saviour pray'd for, as 
it *twere with his dying breath, for the 
Diſciples of his Croſs, ſhould be endeavour'd 
after by all that pretend to ſubmit to his 
Scepter; eſpecially conſidering *twas one 
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end of his Death. And having made Peace col. 1. 20. 


through the Blood of his Croſs, by him to 
reconcile all things unto himſelf ; by him, I 


1 ſay, whether they be things in Earth, or things 


in Heaven. 

4. Let the Conſideration of the Union 
that there is amongſt evil Spirits, and in a 
falſe Church, be a means to provoke us 
to follow the things that make for Peace, 
who profeſs to adhere to the Reform'd 
Churches. There is a kind of Union 
and Confederacy in the Kingdom of Dark- 
neſs: The fallen Angels unite their joint 
endeavours to break the Peace of the 
Church, and ſo can wicked Men. Geba/ 


and Ammon, Amaleck, and the Men of pal.84.ia. 


Tyre did all conſpire againſt 1/rae!. 
They can agree in Miſchief, tho they 


hate one another; their Confederacy 


(as one obſerves) is like Sampſon's Foxes, 


tho 
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tho their faces look'd ſeveral ways, being 
ty*d tail to tail, yetthey could run together 
and ſet the Corn on fire; And 'tis very 
remarkable, that Herod and Plate, tho at 
great variance, could be Friends at a day's 
— when Chriſt was to be cruci- 
; *Tis notoriouſly evident, that there are 
wide Differences in the Church of Rome. 
How great Controverſies have there been 
between the Janſeniſts and the Jeſuits, the 
Franciſcans and the Dominicans? with what 
warmth has one of theſe Parties contended 
for the immaculate Conception of the Vir- 
gin Mary, which the other, tho of the 
ſame Communion, has as hotly oppos'd ? 
How great Diſputes alſo have there been 
betwixt the Gallican Church, and thoſe 
that are more enſlav*d to theBiſhop of Rome, 
in Italy and Spain? I might alſo mention 
the Secular and Regular Priefts, whoſe Dif- 
ferences have not been ſmall ; yet all theſe 
contending Parties can as one Man agree to 
carry on their common Intereſt, and unite 
in their Subjection to Antichriſt their com- 
mon Head. * It's lawful to learn from 
anEnemy. May our Enemies provoke us 
to Charity, and quicken us in the purſuit 
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of thoſe things that make for Peace 
5. Conſider it will not be long, and all 

thoſe things that try our Patience and diſ- 

order our Paſſions, will end. This is the 


Apoſtle's Motive: Let your Moderation be Phil. 4. 5. 


known to all men, for the Lord is at hand. 
Would any of you be found by Chriſt un- 
der the heigth of Diſorder and Paſſion, 
contending and quarrelling with your 
Brethren 2 Or would you not rather be 
found of Chriſt in Peace; not only in a 
ſtate of Reconciliation with God, but in 
Charity with one another? Tis but a lit- 
tle time that we can be ſerviceable to each 
other; therefore whatſoever our hand find- 
eth to do, that may be for God's Glory 
and the Peace of the Churches, let us do 
it with all our Might, for there is no 
Work, nor Device, nor Knowledg in the 
Grave. 
We have Work of the higheſt impor- 
tance on our hands, let us not waſte the 
little time we have to do it in. TwWas a 


cutting Reproof which the Mariners gave 


the Philoſopher, who would have enter - 
tain'd them with an impertinent Harangue 
inthe midſt of a Storm, We periſh, ſay they, 
whilſt thou trifleſt, All our warm Diſputes 
about indifferent things, are but induſtrious 
Trifling. 


Let 


35 


A Diſcourſe, &c. 

Let us therefore mind the one thing ne- 
ceſfary, and work the Works of him that 
ſent us, while it's call'd to day, becauſe the 
Night is haſtning wherein no man can work. 
Q.aſtly, let us often think of the glorious 
and bleſſed Place whither we all profeſs to 
be going; I mean Heaven: where there 
is not one Perſon that ſighs, weeps, or 
complains. Above there are no Hurries 
and Confuſions, no Piques or Animoſities, 
but Peace and Joy in their utmoſt per- 
fection. Clouds and Tempeſts are form'd 
in the lower Region of the Air, all above 
is calm and ſerene. Here the Church is 
militant within it ſelf, but hereafter it 
ſhall triumph in an everlaſting Peace. Let 
us have our Converſation in Heaven, that 
we may more reſemble the Temper of the 
Bleſſed while we are upon Earth. Now 
the God of Peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jeſus the great Shep- 
herd of the Sheep, through the Blood of 
the everlaſting Covenant, make you per- 
fect in every good Work, to do his Will, 
working in you that which is well. pleaſing 
in his ſight through Jeſus Chriſt; To 
whom be Glory and Dominion: And let 
all the Churches ſay Amen. 
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